AGSU Executive Meeting Minutes

Friday, April 16, 2010

AP 318

Time: 12:00noon

Attendance: Renee Willmon, Stephanie Calce, Steve Sovran, Emily Anson, Catherine Merritt, Johanna Kelly, Laura Mandelbaum, Travis Steffens, Shireen Kashmiri, Lelia Watamaniuk

Missing: Stephanie Kozakowski, Karyne Rabey

1. Spring Wine and Cheese Wrap-up

· Success! Lobby was great choice, roger was happy using the space, nothing but positive feedback

· Waiting for invoice from bottle service, probably coming next week

· White wine chosen was not very popular
· Associated costs
· 
Max 700$, includes bar service and taxes (assuming no refund but there was a refund of 5 bottles so it will be less)

· 50/50 results
· 
$410 taken in

2. Referendum Update

· Online forum going well
· Response from AGSU
· Well thought out

· Not included: AGSU has to buy licensing for windows 7 (upgrade), in previous years the department has paid for this, Calce is getting more info about past years budgets being approved to pay for these upgrades and so will push for the department again to pay for it (and in addition, CS4 and SPSS to have available for students, VAV etc)

· Alternatives for printing privileges

· Setup a login for the computers, possibly setting a limit – may be limited by the network

· Department has little info on this, little support from network people

· Other option is to get rid of computer room altogether

· Concern about everyone now paying will feel that they have to use the room more often and usage will outweigh costs – AGSU feels the budget will take this into account and grow every year with usage, budget already accounts for at least a doubling of ink usage

· Is there a way to create accounts for everyone to limit the number of pages everyone is allowed to print – i.e. only allowed X # of pages per year and have to pay for any subsequent ones

· Problem is putting all the computers on a network while they’re ALREADY on the universities network

· Other option: suggestion for an off site library station with a tcard box paying 10 cents per page

· maybe get a second, or newer, printer? Put this into the budget (with windows upgrade)

· question: within your fellowship the university pays your fees via rosi, i.e. if you get a fellowship the university is paying for this extra 20$ (unless you’re unfunded) – Calce will double check if fellowship pays for this and if external funding will too

· Buying/renting photocopier, included on the list 

· Vote on wording of Motion 1 (referendum question to membership)

· Steve moves, Emily seconds

· Unanimous in favor of wording

· Motion caries

· Suggestion for considering what will be done with the computer room if referendum does NOT go through – i.e. if it becomes office space it will be very difficult to get that space back – AGSU feels it is important not to give up these services entirely or it will be difficult to reinstate in future.

· Will have a preamble to referendum question to remind students of the services they are voting o

· Be explicit about “continued AND IMPROVED services”

· This is an annual fee, eventually there may be surplus that will be used to improve the technologies (for example), money will then be available for introduction of new services.

· Make sure to be transparent to the department about where THIS money is going so that they do not decrease their funding in subsequent years, some sort of guarantee from the department stating that if they’re supporting this that they also won’t be decreasing funding

· List of services provided in response, anything to add? – SPSS software, qualitative software? (‘in vivo’?), ArcGIS, Adobe CS4, Microsoft office, windows 7

· Voting by secret ballot (Charlotte, GSU)

· Look back at email to see list and preamble and email yes/no + suggestion

· Calce will talk to charlotte about how long students have to vote

· Online submission for people who are in the field? Problem is that it’s not anonymous if done by email

· Surveymonkey – post as a yes/no question, send an email to everyone that links to the question (also only allows for one submission per person/email)

· Charlotte/Koz determine how many ppl have to vote, and percentage needed to win, what if we don’t get ANY votes to meet requirements?

3. Results of AGSU Election

· Incoming executive 2010-11
· Catherine Merritt and Karyne Rabey

· Lauren Norman = social coordinater

· Kathy Pitierri (sp?) = space coordinator

4. Other Business

· Graduate board meeting: 

· PhD language requirement will stay the same as currently stated in handbook today

· Visa student quota low this year (3)

· Accepted 13 PhD students 

· 110 applications for PhD (up from 80)

· reduced budget handed to them from SGS

· discussed faculty application review process, trying to improve them for better accessibility

· admittance based on supervisory loads (possibly changing the max limit in the future)
VAV ISSUES

· Abby/travis/grant gone, just joel and ariel will be around to complete the next issue

CUPE

· Janice wants to have bi-term meetings with cupe rep and agsu presidents

Things to buy?

· Microwave, mailbox shelves, coffee maker, toaster

· Steve moves to vote to prepurchase before end of june

· Lelia seconds

· Unanimously approved

5. Set remaining meetings for May, June

· Calce will send email around for availability in may/june

Motion 1 Revised

Whereas the Anthropology Graduate Student Union has experienced difficulty in collecting sufficient voluntary contributions from the graduate student membership to fund the operation of the graduate student computer room and the graduate student lounge, and recognizing that these services are not funded by the Department of Anthropology or the University of Toronto,

· Do you accept the institution of a membership fee of $20 per academic year to be collected annually by the University and transferred to the AGSU for the continued and improved operation of these services?
