AGSU Executive Meeting Agenda

Monday, March 14 2011
AP 318
Attendance: Janna Andronowski, Zenia Chaszcziwskiy, Guy Duke, Matthew Petit, Bess Doyle, Catherine Merritt, Karyne Rabey

Missing: Secretary, treasurer, CUPE reps, members at large

11:07 am – Meeting to order

1. General information (Catherine and Karyne)

· AGSU nominations 2011-2012?
· Three positions that need to be elected for next year (president, social coordinator, space committee- assigning desks etc)
· Faculty meeting (department evaluation)

i. March 18
· Departmental evaluation for all programs in the department (undergraduate + graduate) ( specializations, faculty hires etc.
· Establishing a timeline for PhD proposals
· Term meeting with Janice and Heather

i. March 25
Update from the Dean SGS Briefing Tuesday March 8th 
· Moving to an e-calendar ( no more paper copies (except for one paper copy that graduate unit will have)

· Motion to revise university and SGS grading practices, move to a consolidated policy

· External examiner for final PhD oral exam should be approved before your thesis is actually sent to them.
· Max time to finish PhD is ten years – cannot extend this.

· For first 6 years, pay normal fees. Last 4 years, 50% of fees.


First two years of last four years, extension can be granted by graduate union. 

For years 9 + 10, SGS and graduate union have to vote for you to stay.

DCA

· Vice Dean Berry Smith acknowledges that funding for years 5 + 6 is difficult.

· 1/3 of graduate students will be funding (approx 200 DCA awards will be available for 600 eligible students). 

· Funding for students who (1) have a good chance of finishing, (2) students who need funding, and (3) practicality. 

· Evaluation criteria for DCA by graduate units (1) academic merit, (2) case made for extra time needed to finish, and (3) general support available for student.

· CONCERNS of graduate students and departments: How do you assign academic merit? Publishing? Grades? 

· No consultation with graduate departments/students – only had meetings to change it.

· Information technology upgrades: Getting rid of webmail – replacing it with a system with more storage, messaging, ‘modern’ services.

· Increasing number of wireless network ( replace with new hardware.

· Replacing ROSI
2. CUPE (Vivian and Leah)
· Lunch update (Friday March 11)
· Next meeting March 21st 5-8 pm at Hart House

· Survey from CUPE – helpful to complete this

· Results will be presented at the next March 21st meeting

· Note on financial aid: CUPE financial aid for PhD students in 5th and 6th year has typically been about $1000. Because of the DCA changes, there are so many applicants this year that each applicant will only receive about $320.
· Meeting update?

· March 18th meeting – ‘wording’ of what CUPE will be proposing at the bargaining meetings this year; policy type meeting.
3. GSU (Guy)

· Update from last meeting
· Vote against DCA passed (previously GSU had supported the change to the DCA but do not support it anymore)
· Motion passed for GSU conference funding – approx $13,000

· Revamp facebook site ( relaunch it

· Official GSU support for Israeli apartheid week event? – came up two weeks before event, issue pushed to the next meeting – AGSU will abstain from this vote until official motion has been posted
· Next meeting
· March 29th
· Head Grant cheque (Catherine and Karyne)
Waiting on confirmation of students with other campus affiliations
4. Medusa (Janna and Zenia)

· Update from Medusa event (Friday March 4)

· Specify if it’s graduate students only or if faculty can attend (make this more clear for next event)
· Feedback for another one this term?

· Put out a call for beginning of April (April 8th)

· Prepare call for the listserv 
5. Computers and website (Matthew)

· Computer room update 

· website updated with event posters

· decreased ink usage 

· people still not logging off printer computers

· problem with Word fixed on most computers
· Budget to Roger

· Asked for $1290.68 

· Requested new 17” monitor, four copies of Acrobat Create Suite 5 (approx $300 each). 
6. Vis-à-Vis

· Update
· Extended call for papers until end of February.

· Good list of submissions. 

· Reviews finished by March 28th
· Revisions due by April 25th
· Publications out by end of May ( launch party?

· Joel Cahn preparing formatting template for authors

· Draft evaluation guidelines for reviewers.

· Trying to work out which citation style to use.

· Will be addressing the issue of comments reviewers want editors to read and authors to read. 
7. Social Events (Lauren)

· Coffee events
i. STG March 16 12-4pm
· Email reminder will be sent to listserv

· Baked goods left in grad lounge from 12-4 

· Enough coffee and tea at St. George 
ii. UTM March 17 10:30-1pm
· Hannah mass baked for UTM coffee break – should be covered 
· GSU pub night
i. March 31st
· 4 pm – whenever

ii. April 28
· AGSU wine and cheese (Spring Party)
i. April 8th 
· Call for food and ‘Save the Date’ email sent to listserv 

· 4-6 pm
8. Next AGSU meetings

· April 4th 

· Before wine and cheese to organize, prepare
· April 11th 

· Final meeting

· Debrief of wine and cheese 

11:56 am – Meeting adjourned 
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