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“A What away from Where?

Memory, identity and the construction of ‘home’ spaces amongst UBC STUDENTS in residence”
Dai Cooper

Social spaces are socially constructed, and student residences are no exception. What it means to be at or to have a "home" is often expressed as a social state rather than delimiting specific spatial or geographic boundaries, and multiple spaces may be identified simultaneously as “home”.  Students who live in residence at the University of British Columbia produce and negotiate their new spaces in relation to other experiences and places in their lives.  This involves evoking memories of family homes they have previously inhabited, and contextualizing the new experience of university within the process of moving away from former living spaces. Residence is often experienced as a liminal or transitional space between living in a family home and living on one's own, in which residents experience new forms of freedom and also of control. Finally, the residents’ physical construction of their rooms, incorporating old items from "home" alongside new items like posters and empty liquor bottles, produces spaces that manifest the tensions, liberations and resistances that the experience of residence provides.

Rethinking Development and Problematizing Methodologies
Laura Mandelbaum

After World War Two, the concept of “development” was created, which led to the mobilization of development aid projects worldwide; since then, words such as “global citizen” and “development” have been accepted and legitimized as positive notions with altruistic goals. However, what are the underlying power structures in discourses of development, and what role do Non Government Organizations (NGOs) play in re-creating the hegemony of “development”?   Further, what are the boundaries and limitations of NGO researchers when conducting a sociological study in “underdeveloped” nations? In 2007, I spent three months as a volunteer with several NGOs in Ghana in order to gain first hand experience on some of the above questions.  My findings were that it was very difficult, as an NGO volunteer engaged in a sociological study, to fully capture the realities of the people I interacted with; often, my role as the “Western other” changed the way in which my questions were answered, and our my own subjectivity clouded my ability to fully understand the narratives that were being shared with me.

“PREPARE FOR THE WORST: RITE OF PASSAGE OF FILIPINO WOMEN’S SETTLEMENT AND INTEGRATION IN CANADA, FROM THE 1960’S TO THE PRESENT”

Josephine Eric

This paper explores the settlement and integration of Filipino women. It identifies the migration waves of women from the Philippines from the 1960’s to the current period and uses these periods of migration as a framework for understanding the barriers and integration processes of different immigrant groups. Sixteen Filipinas were interviewed and were asked about their immigration entry to Canada, prior expectations, migration process and their settlement and 

integration experiences. Demographic characteristics such as marital status, level of education, social networks and employment history were also gathered to provide a profile of the sample. Data on the periods of the immigration entry to Canada, housing accommodation and settlement organizations that assisted them enabled comparisons between the various immigration waves of Filipino women. Differences and similarities in labour market integration emerged. Initial findings illustrate that the settlement and integration of Filipinas are conditioned by their entry status in Canada. Filipinas’ identities are grounded not only in their various ethnic heterogenous backgrounds but also in their global position as a group of workers in the social reproduction of caring labour. This comprises their labour diaspora and transnational identity and influences their cultural perception of work, adaptation labour strategies and the tension between their occupational and social status in Canada and their homeland.

