Recommendations for Guidelines for Masters Research Paper

· Page length 

· Suggested page length: approximately 50 pages including references but dependant upon topic choice and subject to approval from advisor. Not typically exceeding 100 pages.

· MRP should resemble a scholarly journal article from a top-tier journal in specific field of research.

· Type of research

· Research can be either library based (typically MA) or research based (typically MSc).

· Data should be gathered from existing collections to complete project and final write-up in timely fashion.

· Formatting

· Double-spaced, 1-inch margins.

· Include figures, tables, appendices, etc. as is appropriate to disseminate results.

· Description of collections can be include as an appendix to keep report more concise.

· Differences between M.A. and M.Sc.

· MSc research paper is equal in quality and quantity to an MA paper, but an extra year is often used for original research and may contribute to length/depth of project.

· MA is likely a literature review or library intensive project; ethics review not usually required and no need for new data generation make it manageable to complete within one year.

*These are guidelines and not rules for either the M.A. Research Paper or the M.Sc. Research Paper.  All of the above as well as specific questions regarding inclusion of materials or tone of the paper should be discussed with your MA/MSc Advisor.

